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Designation of parts
1. Eyelet for wrist or carrying strap
2.  ON/OFF but ton
3. Shutter release
4. Autofocus sensors
5. Pre-f lash l ight for reduction of "red eye effect" (also signals

automatic t imer function)
6. Mid-rol l  rewind button
7. Viewfinder window
8. LCD (Liquid Crystal Display) data panel for data and status

displays
9.  TIMEH but ton for

- Activating self-t i  mer
- Sett ing the t ime and date values
- Selecting the date format

10. 0ATE button for
- Activating the t ime and date value sett ing
- Activating the date format selection
- Selecting the data to be imprinted

11.  M0DE but ton for
- Selecting the modes
- Selecting the t ime and date values to be set

12.  E lect ron ic  f lash
13. Exposure metering sensor
14. LEICA VARIO-ELMAR 2B-BOmm f /3.6-7.9 wide angle zoom lens

with automatic lens cover
15. Back cover release sl ider
16. Back cover
17. Diopter adjustment dial
1 8. Viewfinder eyepiece
19.  Red LED
20.  Green LED

21. Focal length selector
22. BaIIery com pa rtment cover
23. Fi lm cartr idge viewing window
24. Triood thread
25. Fi lm take up spool with pressure rol ler
26.F i lm gu ide p ins
27. DX contacts
28. Fi lm cartr idge compartment
29.  Rewind ax le  sp ind le
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Manual  f lash,  s low shut ter  speeds possib le
Manual f lash, slow shutter speeds possible plus pre-
flash light for reduction of "red eye effect"
Manual  f lash of f
Distance set manually to inf ini ty, f lash off
Manual long t ime exposure, f lash switched off
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in the LCD data panel (8)
Figures for date and t ime
Battery status
lnf in i ty  set  manual ly  (only possib le wi thout  f lash)
Self t imer activated
Long t ime exposure automatical ly act ivated
( i n  t  0FF  modes  and  SL0W t  0N ,  O  SL0W t  0N)
Manual  long t ime exposure
(only possible with f lash switched off)
Exposure counter /  Timer for long t ime exposures
and count-down for self  t imer
Auto f lash
Auto f lash plus pre-f lash l ight for reduction of
"red eye effect"
Auto f lash plus exposure correction +zEV
Manua l  f lash
Manual  f lash p lus pre- f lash l ight  for  reduct ion of
"red eye effect"
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Safety instructions
- l f  the camera shows any sign of malfunction, do not try to repair i t

yourself .  Your f irst step should be to change the battery.
-  l f  th is  is  unsuccessfu l ,  return the camera to your specia l is t  dealer  or

to another photographic special ist.
-  Please ensure that you are ful ly conversant with the operation and
functions of your new camera before using i t  for special occasions
(hol idays,  weddings etc. ) .  Please read th is  instruct ion manual  and
take some test pictures to ensure that your camera functions per-
fectly before you use it at special events.

- l f  your camera (or battery) emits a strange smell ,  heat, or smoke,
remove battery immediately, taking care not to burn yourself.

-  l f  your camera is  dropped or  subjected to an impact  in  which the
interior is exposed, do not touch the exposed parts.

- Remove battery immediately i f  the camera is dropped in water or i f
water gets into the interior of the camera.

- Never store your camera where the temperature is extremely high or
extremely low.

- When the camera is not in use, press the ON /OFF button to retract
the lens.  Ensure that  the lens cover is  c losed.

Fitting the wrist / neck strap
1. Push the smaller loop of the wrist/neck strap through the eyelet

(1)  on the r ight  of  the camera.
2. Then feed the end of the wrist/neck strap through the small  loop

above and pul l  i t  t ight, so that the strap is securely attached to the
eyelet on the side of the camera.
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Preparing the LEICA C3 for use

Inserting and removing the battery
Ihe  LEICA C3 takes  a  3  vo l t  l i th ium bat te ry  (e .9 .  Durace l l  DL 123 A,
Kodak KL 123 LA,  Panason ic  CR 123 A,  Var ta  CR123 A or  o ther  CR123
types) .  Th is  supp l ies  bo th  the  camera  and the  da te  p r in te r .
1 .  Open the  ba t te ry  compar tment  cover  (camera  base,  22)  by  tu rn ing

i t  an t i c l ockw i se  us i ng  a  co in .
2 .  Inser t  a  l i th ium bat te ry  so  tha t  the  pos i t i ve  contac t  goes  in  f i rs t  (as

shown in  the  ba t te ry  compar tment ) .

3 .  C lose  the  cover  aga in  by  tu rn ing  i t  c lockwise .

Ghecking the battery
When the  camera  is  sw i tched on  (see p .36)  and the  ba t te ry  has  su f f i -
c ien t  capac i ty ,  the  ba t te ry  symbol  ( {z  )  appears  comple te ly  f i l l ed  in
on the  LCD data  pane l  (8 ) .  The lens  (14)  a lso  moves to  i t s  ready
pos i t i on .  l f  t he  symbo l  appea rs  on l y  ha l f  f i l l ed  ( c -  ) ,  t h i s  means  t ha t
the bat tery capaci ty is  down to 30% at  the most and the bat tery
needs to  be  changed soon.
l f  the  ha l f - f i l l ed  symbol  ( {z  )  i s  f lash ing  or  no  d isp lay  appears  a t  a l l ,
the  ba t te ry  i s  f la t  and must  be  rep laced immedia te ly .  In  th is  case,  the
camera  w i l l  no  longer  func t ion .  There fore ,  we recommend you take  a
spare bat tery wi th you when t ravel l ing.
A new bat te ry  w i l l  las t  fo r  a round 13  36-exposure  f i lms  w i th  50% use
of  the  f lash ,  i .e .  a round 450 exposures  (accord ing  to  Le ica  tes t ing
s tandards) .

Notes:

l f  the lens does not  move to i ts  ready posi t ion when you swi tch the
camera  on ,  the  ba t te ry  i s  e i ther  d ischarged,  incor rec t ly  ins ta l led  or
there  is  no  ba t te ry  a t  a l l .
l f  the  symbol  ( {z  )  f lashes  on  i t s  own or  no  d isp lay  i s  v is ib le ,  e i ther
-  the bat tery contacts may be di r ty ,
In  th is  case,  p lease c lean them wi th  a  c lean,  d ry  l in t - f ree  c lo th .
o r
-  the  ba t te ry  may be  par t ia l l y  d ischarged as  a  resu l t  o f  tak ing  a  ser ies
of  p ictures one af ter  another.
Af ter  a short  wai t  to a l low the bat tery to recover,  photography can
recommence.
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Warning:
Cold condit ions impair the battery performance. The f i lm also be-
comes stiffer, making it harder to wind. Therefore, at low temperatures
the LEICA C3 should be kept as close to the body as possible and a
new battery should be fitted.
The battery contacts should always be kept clean.
Batteries should never be put in a f ire, heated, recharged, taken to
pieces or broken apart.
Used batteries may not be disposed of as normal, household waste
as they contain hazardous materials that harmful to the environment.
To ensure that they are properly recycled, they should be returned to
the dealer or disposed of as special waste (at a col lect ion point).

Changing the battery
l f  there is a f i lm in the camera, you should insert a new battery imme-
diately after removing the old one.
l f  the camera is left  for more than 10 minutes without a battery, the
exposure counter in the data panel resets to " 1" when the new bat-
tery is f i t ted, irrespective of the number of shots already taken.
With the camera switched on, the picture dating program is cleared
as soon as the battery is removed, so the date and t ime may need to
be re-entered when the battery is changed (see also " lmprint ing
Data",  p.  37) .

Switchint the camera on and off /
Automatic power off
The camera is switched on and off using the ON /OFF button (2). After
switching or, the lens cover opens, the lens moves to i ts 28 mm ready
posi t ion and the d isplays appear in the LCD data panel  (8) .
l f  the camera is switched off by pressing the ON/OFF button again,
al l  displays disappear, the lens retracts and the lens cover closes.
l f  the camera is not released within approximately 5 minutes of swit-
ching on, i t  switches i tself  off  automatical ly as described above.
This prevents unnecessary consumption of the battery. However, in
order to extend the l i fe of the battery, you should definitely make i t  a
habit to always turn the camera off i f  i t  wi l l  not be used for a long t ime.

Note:
The camera automatical ly selects the default mode each t ime i t  is
switched on (see "Selectable Mod€s", p. 46), unless you have pre-
viously stored a dif ferent mode (see "Storing a mode", p.52).



lmprint ing data
The LEICA C3 has  an  in tegra ted  da t ing  fac i l i t y .  Th is  a l lows e i ther  the

t ime (hour  and minute)  o r  the  da te  (day ,  month  and year  in  th ree  d i f -

fe ren t  se lec tab le  o rders ) ,  as  des i red ,  to  be  impr in ted  in  the  bo t tom

r igh t  hand corner  o f  each p ic tu re .  The pos i t ion  and s ize  o f  the  impr in t

can be  seen on  the  photograph i l lus t ra ted .

Notes:

The da ta  i s  impr in ted  on to  the  f i lm,  f rom the  f ron t ,  by  LCD (L iqu id

Crys ta l  D isp lay)  e lements .  The br igh tness  o f  the  impr in t  i s  con t ro l led

by  the  camera 's  au tomat ic  f i lm speed se t t ing  (DX cod ing) .  Even so ,

t he re  can  be  s l i gh t  va r i a t i ons  i n  l eg i b i l i t y  depend ing  on  t he  f i lm  used .

W i th  ce r t a i n  l ow  speed  f i lms ,  t he  imp r i n t  i s  on l y  ve r y  f a i n t  o r  canno t

be  seen  a t  a l l .

The da ta  appears  in  red  to  o range on  dark  sub jec t  a reas  and orange

to  ye l low on l igh t  a reas .  There fore ,  i t  can  on ly  be  seen w i th  d i f f i cu l ty

aga ins t  l igh t ,  o range co lo red  or  very  "busy"  backgrounds.

The  au toma t i c  ca l enda r  r uns  un t i l  t he  yea r  2050 .

The power  supp ly  fo r  the  p ic tu re  da t ing  fac i l i t y  comes f rom the  came-

ra bat tery.  l f  i t  is  exchanged wi th the camera swi tched on,  the date

immedia te ly  re tu rns  to  the  fac to ry  de fau l t  se t t ing .  l f ,  on  the  o ther

hand,  the  ba t te ry  i s  qu ick ly  exchanged w i th  the  camera  swi tched o f f ,

the  se t  da te  remains  in  the  memory .

Sett ing the data

1 .  Wi th  the  camera  swi tched on ,  p ress  the  DATE but ton  (10)  un t i l  the

f i rs t  sec t ion  o f  the  numbers  segment  on  the  LCD data  pane l  (8 )

f lashes.  The display always defaul ts to day /  month /  year.

2 .  Press  the  T IMEH but ton  (9 )  to  se t  the  va lue  tha t  i s  f lash ing .  Pres-

s ing  and re leas ing  the  bu t ton  inc reases  the  va lue  by  1 ;  ho ld ing  the

but ton  down scro l l s  th rough the  va lues  repeated ly .

3 .  P ress  t he  M0DE bu t t on  (11 )  t o  move  on  t o  t he  o the r  e l emen ts  i n  t he

fo l low ing  order :  the  remain ing  two da te  e lements ,  hour ,  m inu te .

4 .  Press ing  the  M00E but ton  fo r  a  f i f th  t ime s to res  the  va lues .  The

d isp lay  s tops  f lash ing  as  conf i rmat ion .

Note:

The year  i s  ind ica ted  by  an  apos t rophe.
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Setting the desired date order
To ref lect the dif fering international conventions for dates, the LEICA
C3 al lows you to choose from three dif ferent formats.
1. With the camera switched off,  press the DATE button (10) unti l  the

numer ical  d isplay f lashes.
2. Each subsequent press of the the TIMEH button (9) changes the

date format as fol lows:
Day / Month / Year- Month / Day / Year- Year /  Day / Month.

3. Pressing the 0ATE again stores the values. The display stops f las-
h ing as conf i rmat ion.  The display is  ext inguished immediate ly upon
being stored.

Selecting the data to be imprinted
By (repeatedly) pressing the t lATE button (10) with the camera swit-
ched on you can select whether you wish to imprint or not, and i f  so,
which data you wish to imprint on your pictures.
The order runs through repeatedly

15
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Function
1. Date
2.  T ime
3.  No impr int ing

Display
e.g.30 9 0?
e . g .  l l ' l l

Inserting the f i lm
Automatic f i lm loading is possible with the camera switched both on
and off.  l f  the camera is switched off,  when the back cover is opened,
only the battery status and the exposure counter appear in the LCD
data panel  (7 l . ln  th is  case,  the d isplays d isappear again af ter  loading.

1.  Using the s l ider  (15)  on the lef t ,  re lease and open the back cover
(  16 ) .

Note:
Take this opportunity to check whether there is any dust on the rear
lens. l f  so, i t  should be removed with a soft brush.

2. Place the f i lm cartr idge in the f i lm cartr idge compartment (28) as
shown. The sprung spindle on the rewind axle (29) must engage
with the corresponding slot in the f i lm cartr idge.

3.  Lay the f i lm f la t  on the f i lm channel ,  between the guides (26)  and
pull  the leader r ight over the take-up spool - as shown in the i l lu-
strat ion - up to the marking to the left .  l f  you have taken the leader
too far, careful ly push a l i t t le f i lm back into the cartr idge. The f i lm
must  l ie  f la t  in  the f i lm channel .



t^

4.  C lose  the  back  cover .  The camera  swi tches  i t se l f  on  ( i f  i t  was  no t

swi tched on  be fore) ,  th reads  the  f i lm au tomat ica l l y  on to  the  take-

up spoo l  and advances  i t  to  the  f i rs t  exposure .  Cor rec t  load ing  is

shown in  the  LCD pane l  (8 )  wh i le  i t  i s  in  p rogress  by  th ree  conse-

cu t ive  f lash ing  l ines  in  the  t ranspor t  d i rec t ion  ( f rom r igh t  to  le f t ) .

When the  exposure  counter  then shows "  I " ,  the  camera  is  ready  to

use.  l f  "1 "  i s  f lash ing  however ,  the  f i lm has  no t  been loaded cor rec t -

ly .  ln th is case,  open the back cover again,  remove the f i lm and insert

i t  aga in  fo l low ing  s teps  2  -  4 .

I
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Attention:

Before opening the back cover,  p lease ensure that  the f i lm has been

comple te ly  wound back  in to  the  car t r idge .  Otherw ise ,  the  l igh t  w i l l

damage the  por t ion  o f  the  f i lm a l ready  exposed and w i th  i t  many o f

the  shots  a l ready  taken.  The camera  shou ld  on ly  be  opened when the

exposure counter shows "0"

ln the f i lm cart r idge v iewing window (23),  you can see whether a car-

t r idge  is  loaded and the  counter  shows whether  o r  no t  i t  i s  rewound.

To prevent  the  inc idence o f  l igh t ,  f i lms  shou ld  be  loaded and un loaded

in  subdued l igh t  wherever  poss ib le  e .g .  in  one 's  own shadow.

When inser t ing  the  f i lm,  avo id  touch ing  the  rear  lens  w i th  your  f ingers

or  the  edge o f  the  f i lm.
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Gompat ib le 35mm f i lms
The LEICA C3 is  a  35mm camera,  i .e .  i t  takes "  135mm" format  f i lms.
The f i lm speed is automatical ly set by the camera for DX coded f i lms
(box and cartr idge are marked "DX") from ISO 50 to 3,200 as fol lows:

ISO rat ings
Fi lm speed Automatic sett ing
50/  18" ,64/  19"
80 / 20", 100 /21", 125 /22"
160 / 23", 200 / 24", 250 / 25"
320 /26" ,  400 /27" ,  500 /28"
640 /29" ,  800/30 ' ,  1000/31 "
1250 / 32", 1600/33',  2000 / 34"
2500/35" ,3200/36"

DX coded f i lms outside this speed
set  to  ISO 100/21" .

50 / 18"
100 / 21"
200/24"
400/27"
800/30"
1600 / 33"
3200/36"

range and non-DX coded f i lms are
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Holding the camera correct ly
Io  avo id  b lu r r ing ,  the  LEICA C3 shou ld  be  he ld  as  shown in  the  i l l us -  For  por t ra i t  fo rmat  photos  we a lso  recommend press ing  the  shut te r

,  t ra t ions  To ach ieve  good resu l ts ,  i t  i s  essent ia l  to  avo id  cover ing  the  re lease w i th  your  thumb,  wh ich  he lps  keep the  camera  par t i cu la r ly

.  lens ,  f lash ,  au to focus  sensors  o r  the  exposure  meter  sensor  w i th  your  s leaoy .'  
hand,  the  car ry ing  s t rap  e tc .  l f  you  are  tak ing  a  por t ra i t  fo rmat  p ic tu -

'  re ,  the  f lash  shou ld  be  a t  the  top ,  as  i l l umina t ion  " f rom above"  g ives

1 the  most  na tura l  e f fec t

I

{.
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The viewfinder
The LEICA C3's viewfinder image shows about 80% of the f inal picture
for distances start ing at 1.2m. l t  adjusts i tself  to the focal length set-
t ing of the lens. The fol lowing markings can be seen in the viewfinder:

a. Close-up frame
For close range work, what you see in the viewfinder is above and to
the r ight of what the lens "records". This paral lax error becomes more
noticeable the longer the focal length and the shorter the distance to
the subject. The LEICA C3's close-up marks then serve as the picture
frame for close-ups with al l  focal lengths.

b. Autofocus frame
The parts of the subject you want to focus on and which are to deter-
mine the exposure must be posit ioned so that they are within this
frame. (For details of focusing on off-center objects, please refer to
"Autofocus and Programmed Automatic Exposure", p.44)

Diopter settings
For optimum viewing of the subject, the LEICA C3 allows you to adjust
the viewfinder to your own vision within a range of -3 to +1.0 diop-
ters. To do this, the cl icking dial (17) next to the viewfinder eyepiece
(18) must be adjusted so that both the viewfinder image and the
locating marks can be seen perfect ly clearly.

Warning and mode displays
To the r ight of the viewfinder eyepiece (18), there are two LEDs (Light
Emitt ing Diodes). They signalvarious operating states.

Upper  red LED (19)
- glows steadily, when the shutter release is pressed halfway, indicating

that the f lash is ready.
- f lashes, when the shutter release is pressed halfway, i f  the f lash is

not yet ready. The shutter release is locked. The recovery time for
the flash is approximately 6 seconds with a new battery.
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Lowergreen LED (20)
-glows steadi ly, when the shutter release is pressed halfway, indica-
ting that the distance and exposure have been measured and stored.

-f lashes slowly when the shutter release is pressed halfway to warn
that there is a r isk of blurr ing due to poor l ighting condit ions and the
flash being switched off.
I t  is st i l l  possible to take a picture.

-f lashes quickly, when the shutter release is pressed halfway, indica-
t ing that focusing is not possible due to a too short distance (under
0.Bm).  In  th is  case,  the shut ter  re lease is  locked.

Taking photographs with the LEIGA G3
The LEICA C3 is a ful ly automatic camera. With automatic focus set-
t ing (autofocus), ful ly automatic, programmed exposure sett ing and,
i f  required, automatical ly act ivated f lash, i t  is ideal for uncomplicated,
safe and quick photography. When the camera is switched on, these
functions are always active immediately, unless you have previously

stored a dif ferent mode (see "Storing a mode", p. 52).
The focal length range of the LEICA VARIO-ELMAR 28-80 mm f /3.6-
7.9 wide angle zoom lens, makes i t  easy to select the best tr imming.
In part icular, the image angle at 2B mm al lows you to take impressive
landscaoe and inside pictures. Several other functions are avai lable
to mal<e the most of any subject or si tuation.

Adjusting the focal length
The focal length of the lens can be adjusted in 6 steps, using the focal
length se lector  (21)on the back cover .  l t  i s  des igned as a  rocker  and
can be operated easi ly using your thumb. Pressing on the r ight increa-
ses the focal length, pressing on the left  decreases i t .  The six sett ings
are 28 mm, 42 mm, 50 mm, 60 mm, 70 mm and B0 mm. The t r imming
you see in the viewfinder changes according to the selected focal
length.

Note:
Make sure you do not obstruct the movement of the lens.
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Autofocus and programmed automatic exposure
When posit ioning your main subject in the image, you should note
that
1. The autofocus feature on the LEICA C3 takes the information it needs

only from the center of the picture, that is, from the area within the
autofocus frame.

2. The LEICA C3's exposure meter is center-weighted, i.e. the entire
picture is taken into account, but signif icantly more emphasis is
pf aced on the area marked by the autofocus frame.

lf  the main subject is supposed to be in the center of your picture,
point the autofocus frame at the part of the subject you want to be in
focus and correctly exposed, so that it f i l ls the frame as far as possi-
ble. Then lightly depress the shutter release (3) halfway (to the pres-

sure point).  Once the green LED (20) l ights up, confirming that mea-
surements have been made, press the shutter release al l  the way. In
this default mode, the f lash wil l  be activated automatical ly i f  there is
insuff icient ambient l ight. The red LED (19) shows the charging status
(see also "The viewfind€r", p. 42).

lmportant:
lf you hold down the shutter release, as long as the flash is not switched
or, the camera wil l  take shots at intervals of approximately 1.5
seconds. This series exposure mode makes it possible to record
Sequences of movement, for example, on fi lm. Series exposures are
only possible if the flash is switched off.

When taking photographs where the main subject is not in the center
of the frame or where, for some other physical reason, autofocusing
could cause a problem, you should use the focus and exposure
memory function (see the next section "Storing autofocus and expo-
sure settings").
Examples of physical condit ions that may affect autofocusing include:
o sources of bright l ight in the picture (spot l ights, cei l ing l ights etc.)
. very shiny or reflective surfaces such as car paint, the surface of

water and mirrors
. translucent objects l ike f lames, glass, f i reworks, and hair
. very dark objects and light absorbing surfaces
. objects behind glass, such as in a shop window or a show case etc
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Storing focus and exposure sett ings
l f  the  main  sub jec t  i s  no t  in  the  midd le  o f  the  p ic tu re  ( le f t  p ic tu re) ,  you

shou ld  use  the  au to focus  and exposure  memory  func t ion .

A im the  camera  so  tha t ,  when you look  th rough the  v iewf inder ,  the

main  sub jec t  o r  the  par t  o f  the  main  sub jec t  you  want  to  be  in  focus

and cor rec t ly  exposed is  in  the  au to focus  f rame (midd le  p ic tu re)  Then

depress  the  shut te r  re lease to  the  pressure  po in t .  The green LED

l igh ts  up  when the  d is tance and exposure  have been measured and

stored.

l f  you  ho ld  the  shut te r  re lease down in  th is  pos i t ion ,  you  can change

the  t r imming as  you w ish .  Then press  the  shut te r  re lease a l l  the  way

down to  take  the  photograph ( r igh t  p ic tu re) .

l f  any  o f  the  phys ica l  cond i t ions  descr ibed above might  p revent  au to-

focus ing :  F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  measure  the  d is tance and exposure  fo r  another

ob jec t  a t  about  the  same d is tance and in  the  same l igh t ,  and then

s tore  these va lues .

lmportant :

The d is tance and exposure  measurements  a re  e rased f rom the

memory  as  soon as  you le t  go  o f  the  shut te r  re lease.  You can repeat

the  measurements  as  o f ten  as  you l i ke  be fore  tak ing  a  p ic tu re .

www.butkus.us



Selectab le  modes

For certain situations or subjects, the LEICA C3's automatic functions
can be a l tered manual ly .  The M0DE but ton (11)can be used to  se lect
practical modes consist ing of dif ferent combinations of addit ional
functions. The display scrol ls through the modes as long as the but-
ton is held down.

lmportant:
Once selected, a mode remains active unti l  you select another one. l f ,
on the other hand, the camera is switched off or switches i tself  off .
the default sett ing is act ive when i t  is switched on again. l f  a mode
has been saved, however, i t  remains active even when the camera is
switched off and on again (see "Storing a mode", p. 52).

Photography with and without flash
The LEICA C3 has a bui l t- in zoom f lash, which either f ires automati-
cal ly or can be manually switched on or off ,  depending on the selec-
ted mode. At the same t ime, i ts i l lumination angle is automatical ly
adjusted to match the set lens focal length, in order to increase i ts
range. This results in guide numbers from 14 (at 28 mm) to 20 (at
B0  mm) .
It  is also possible to use a pre-f lash, in order to reduce the "red eye
effect".
The camera controls the f lash by sett ing the aperture according to the
measured subject distance.

lmportant:
When using the f lash in any mode, check that the main subject is
within the appropriate f lash range.

Flash range
The effect ive range of the f lash depends on the set aperture and the
fi lm speed. For good results, i t  is crucial that the main subject is
within the appropriate f lash range. See the table below for detai ls.

Fi lm speed
in  ISO

Effective flash range*

At 28 mm At B0 mm

50 / 18" ,  64/ 19"
80 / 20", 100 / 21", 125 /22"
160 / 23',  200 / 24", 250 / 25'
320 / 26", 400 / 27 ", 500 / 28"
640 /  29" ,  800/30 ' ,  1000/31 "
1250 / 32", 1600/33',  2000 /34"
2500/35" ,3200/36"

0.8-2.7  m
0.8-3.9  m
0.8-5.5  m
0.9-7.75 m
1 .2 -11m
1 . 8 - 1 5 . 5  m
2 .5 -22m

0.8-  l .B m
0.8-2.5  m
0.8-3.6  m
0.8-5 m
0.8-7.1 m
1 . 1 - 1 0 . 1  m
1 .6 -14 .3  m
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*  w i th  aper ture open at  3 .6  (28 mm) or  7 .9  (80 mm).

Notes:
1. The distances given in the table are based on the use of posit ive

sl ide f i lm. When using negative f i lms (for prints), where a sl ight
"underexposure" due to their wide exposure lat i tude is not so
cri t ical,  the range can be extended by a factor of 1.4.

2. Deeply staggered subjects and subjects that have below or above
average brightness may not, under certain circumstances, be opti-
mally l i t  by the f lash in the "default sett ing". The detai ls above are
therefore only approximate values.

3. Al l  values are rounded off.
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IModes with automatic flash activation
In these modes, the f lash is act ivated automatical ly when, because of
poor l ighting condit ions, long exposure t imes on freehand shots could
lead to blurr ing, for example, in a dimly l i t  room and outdoors, at twi-
l ight or in poor weather.

Taking photographs with auto flash - AUT0 I
After switching on, the LEICA C3 always goes into this universal mode
(unless another mode has been stored, see the section "Storing a
mode" on p. 52 for more detai ls).

Taking photographs with auto flash and
p r e - f l a s h - A U T 0  l O
"Red eye" effect is caused by l ight from the f lash ref lect ing off the
cornea straight back to the camera and can occur when taking por-
trait  and group photos. l t  is therefore best i f  the people being photo-
graphed do not look straight at the camera. As the effect is worsened
when the pupils are wide open in condit ions of low l ighting, when
taking photographs indoors for example, you should switch on as
much room l ighting as possible, so that the pupils become narrower.
The LEICA C3's pre-f lash l ight (5) is an addit ional source of constant
light, which is activated when the shutter release is pressed just before
the shutter opens, in order to narrow the pupils of subjects looking at
the camera thereby reducing "red-eye" effect.

To se lect  th is  funct ion,  press the M0DE but ton (11)  once s tar t ingf rom
the default sett ing.

Pffi#ffi
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: DisplaYs: i,,,,.,,,.,,,',,,

,  l .  in LCD data'pdnel
2. Red LED

3. Green LED

- I ights up when the shutter release is
pressed halfway, i f  the f lash is charged
up and f lash is  necessary .

- f lashes when the shutter release is
pressed halfway, unti l  the f lash is
charged up (normally a max. of 6s);
the shutter release is locked during
th is  t ime.

- l ights up as soon as the distance and
exposure measurements have been
recorded and stored.

- f lashes quickly i f  the subject is too
c lose ( less than 0.8m);  in  th is  case the
shutter release is locked unti l  the
d is tance is  increased.

Displays:

1 .  in  LCD data panel
2. Red LED
3. Green LED

,t ,u,

AUTO T @
as for AUT0 t
as for AUT0 I
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Selectab le  modes

For certain situations or subjects, the LEICA C3's automatic functions
can be a l tered manual ly .  The M0BE but ton (11)can be used to  se lect
practical modes consist ing of dif ferent combinations of addit ional
functions. The display scrol ls through the modes as long as the but-
ton is held down.

lmportant:
Once selected, a mode remains active unti l  you select another one. l f ,
on the other hand. the camera is switched off or switches i tself  off .
the default sett ing is act ive when i t  is switched on again. l f  a mode
has been saved, however, i t  remains active even when the camera is
switched off and on again (see "Storing a mode", p.52).

Photography with and without flash
The LEICA C3 has a bui l t- in zoom f lash, which either f ires automati-
cal ly or can be manually switched on or off ,  depending on the selec-
ted mode. At the same t ime, i ts i l lumination angle is automatical ly
adjusted to match the set lens focal length, in order to increase i ts
range. This results in guide numbers from 14 (at 28 mm) to 20 (at
80 mm).
It  is also possible to use a pre-f lash, in order to reduce the "red eye
effect".
The camera controls the f lash by sett ing the aperture according to the
measured subject distance.

lmportant:
When using the f lash in any mode, check that the main subject is
within the appropriate f lash range.

Flash range
The effect ive range of the f lash depends on the set aperture and the
fi lm speed. For good results, i t  is crucial that the main subject is
within the appropriate f lash range. See the table below for detai ls.

F i lm speed
in  ISO

Effective flash range*

At 28 mm At 80 mm

50/  18" ,  64/  19"
B0 / 20", 100 / 21", 125 / 22"
160 / 23", 200 / 24", 250 / 25"
320 / 26", 400 / 27 ", 500 / 28"
640 /  29" ,  800/30 ' ,  1000/31 '
1250 / 32", 1600 / 33", 2000 / 34"
2500/35" ,3200/36"

0.8-2.7  m
0.8-3.9  m
0.8-5.5  m
0.9-7.75m
1 . 2 - 1 1 m
1 . 8 - 1 5 . 5  m
2 .5 -22m

0 .8 -1 .8  m
0.8-2.5  m
0.8-3.6  m
0.8-5 m
0.8-7.1 m
1 . 1 - 1 0 . 1  m
1 .6 -  14 .3  m

* wi th  aper ture open at  3 .6  (28 mm) or  7 .9  (80 mm).

Notes:
1. The distances given in the table are based on the use of posit ive

sl ide f i lm. When using negative f i lms (for prints), where a sl ight
"underexposure" due to their wide exoosure lat i tude is not so
cri t ical,  the range can be extended by a factor of 1.4.

2. Deeply staggered subjects and subjects that have below or above
average brightness may not, under certain circumstances, be opti-
mally l i t  by the f lash in the "default sett ing". The detai ls above are
therefore only approximate values.

3. Al l  values are rounded off.

,.,:-,..,,**",.,.,!n}iil,fu*i*i&l'ni:aiLiis***]d:grir:(dignss;a+an;'*;gbi*:*..-.



Modes with automatic flash activation
In these modes, the f lash is act ivated automatical ly when, because of
poor l ighting condit ions, long exposure t imes on freehand shots could
lead to blurr ing, for example, in a dimly l i t  room and outdoors, at twi-
l ight or in poor weather.

Taking photographs with auto flash - AUTO I
After switching on, the LEICA C3 always goes into this universal mode
(unless another mode has been stored, see the section "Storing a
mode" on p. 52 for more detai ls).

Taking photographs with auto f lash and
p r e - f l a s h - A U T 0  I @
"Red eye" effect is caused by l ight from the f lash ref lect ing off the
cornea straight back to the camera and can occur when taking por-
trait  and group photos. l t  is therefore best i f  the people being photo-
graphed do not look straight at the camera. As the effect is worsened
when the pupils are wide open in condit ions of low l ighting, when
taking photographs indoors for example, you should switch on as
much room l ighting as possible, so that the pupils become narrower.
The LEICA C3's pre-f lash l ight (5) is an addit ional source of constant
light, which is activated when the shutter release is pressed just before
the shutter opens, in order to narrow the pupils of subjects looking at
the camera thereby reducing "red-eye" effect.

To se lect  th is  funct ion,  press the M0BE but ton (11)  once s tar t ing f rom
the default sett ing.

Displays:

an

b0
c
o

Dispfays: .,',, 
,r, ,

f  .  in LCD data pbnel
2. Red LED

3. Green LED

- l ights up when the shutter release is
pressed halfway, if the flash is charged
up and f lash is  necessary .

- f lashes when the shutter release is

i i  pressed halfway, unti l  the f lash is

.,1 ,  charged up (normally a max. of 6s);
.,: t, the shutter release is locked during

th is  t ime.
- l ights up as soon as the distance and

1.,:  ,  exposure measurements have been

; ,1  recorded and s tored.
- f lashes quickly i f  the subject is too

c lose ( less than 0.8m);  in  th is  case the

,1, ,  shut ter  re lease is  locked unt i l  the
' distance is increased.

1.  in  LCD data panel
2. Red LED
3. Green LED

,u,

A U T O  T O  :

as for AUTO I
as for AUTB t
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Taking photographs with auto flash and exposure
c o r r e c t i o n - A U T 0 f + E V
Exposure meters are cal ibrated to a mid-range point on the grey-

scale, which corresponds to a normal photographic subject. l f  the

actual subject does not match this assumption, an appropriate expo-

sure compensation is necessary. For very l ight subjects, for example

in the snow or on a beach, the large amount of ref lected l ight causes

an incorrect exposure measurement and the f i lm is under exposed.

More substantial exposure is necessary to compensate for this mea-

surement error, e.g. +2EV (Exposure Values) in the snow'

To select this function, press the M00E button (11) twice start ing

from the default sett ing.

Displays:

f  .  in  LCD data Panel  AUT0 I  +EV

2.  Red LED as for  AUTO ,

3 .  Green LED as for  AUT0 t

Modes with manual f lash activation
In situations where there is strong backl ighting, e.g. the subject is

against a sunset or where contrast is high, e.g. an important detai l  is

in shadow in dayl ight, the autof lash may fai l  to f ire because there is

enough l ight in total.  In such situations, i t  can be useful to switch on

the f lash manual ly .

Taking photographs with manual f lash - t  0N

As long as this function is act ivated, the f lash wil l  f i re each t ime you

take a shot, whatever the prevai l ing l ighting condit ions.
To se lect  th is  funct ion,  press the M00E but ton (11) three t imes s tar -

t ing from the default sett ing.

; ; ,
as for AUT0 t
as for AUT0 ,

' \
l ,  u 5 ?  

t

Taking photographs with manual flash ?ftq) 
t(

p r e - f l a s h - @ t 0 N  P "
The pre-flash for reduction of "red eye effect" can also be used when

the f lash is act ivated manually.
As long as this function is act ivated, the pre-f lash and f lash wil l  f i re

each t ime you take a shot, whatever the prevai l ing l ighting condit ions.

To se lect  th is  funct ion,  press the MBBE but ton (11)  four  t imes

start ing from the default sett ing.

Disp lays:  '  r ,  ,

f  .  in LCD data panel
2. Red LED
3. Green LED

f

Displays: ,  , ,

f  .  in LCD data panel
2. Red LED
3. Green LED

@ t  0 N
as for AUTO ,
as for AUT0 i
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Taking photographs with manual f lash and slower
shut ter  speeds -  SL0W f  0N
To minimise the r isk of blurr ing, in the default modes, the exposure
time is l imited to ' l l30 s at 2B m or 1/80 s when extended to B0 mm.
For pictures where the f lash is used, this means that objects in the
background, which the f lash cannot reach, are often badly underex-
posed.
By contrast, in this mode, the ambient l ight determines the shutter
speed - in some cases making i t  as much as long t ime exposure 8.
(see the section on the "Automatic act ivat ing Ifunction", p.51 for
detai ls)
As long as this function is act ivated, the f lash wil l  f i re each t ime you
take a shot, whatever the prevai l ing l ighting condit ions.
To select this function, press the M0 U E button ( 1 1 ) f ive t imes start ing
from the default sett ing.

Note:
When the green LED is f lashing slowly, meaning there is l i t t le l ight and
a slow shutter speed wil l  be used, the camera should be held steady,
supported or used with a tr ipod. Even after the f lash, the camera may
only be moved when the film has wound on. 

igffliiff!

Taking photographs with manualf lash, slow shutter 5
speeds and pre-f lash - @ SLOW t 0N =0,

: c
The mode with slower shutter speeds can also be combined with the o

pre-f lash for reduction of "red eye effect".  Once again, in this mode,
the ambient l ight determines the shutter speed - in some cases
making i t  as much as long t ime exposure B. (see the section on the
"Automatic act ivat ing Bfunction", p. 51 for detai ls)
As long as this function is act ivated, the f lash wil l  f i re each t ime you
take a shot, whatever the prevai l ing l ighting condit ions.
To se lect  th is  funct ion,  press the MBBE but ton (11)  s ix  t imes s tar t ing
from the default setting. 

h,+krt,u5
Displays: .,

f  .  in LCD data panel
2. Red LED
3. Green LED :,,

sLot^/ i  0N (E)
as for AUT0 ,

r '  -  l ights up as soon as the distance and
t 
, exposure measurements have been

recorded and stored.
, - flashes slowly to warn oi tf,e riSt o'l

blurr ing with slower shutter speeds
, t ,  than 1/30s at  28 mm or  1 /B0s at

B0 mm; despite this, the shutter can
be released.

- f lashes quickly i f  the subject is too
close ( less than 0.Bm); in this case

, the shutter release is locked unti l the
d is tance is  increased.

f .  in LCD data panel
2. Red LED :
3. Green LED

Note:
When the green LED is f lashing slowly, meaning there is l i t t le l ight and
a slow shutter speed wil l  be used, the camera should be held steady,
supported or used with a tr ipod. Even after the f lash, the camera may
only be moved when the f i lm has wound on.

@  5 L 0 W  t  0 N  ( B )  , , , :  ,
as  for  AUT0 t
as  f o r  SLUW t  UN . , , ,
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Modes with manual f lash off
Deliberately switching off the f lash al lows you to take atmospheric
photographs in the twi l ight and inside bui ldings for example, or you
can take photographs in museums where the use of f lash is prohibited.

Taking photographs with manual f lash off -  t  0FF
Once again, in this mode, the ambient l ight determines the shutter
speed - in some cases making i t  as much as long t ime exposure B.
(see "Automat ic  act ivat ing Bfunct ion" ,  p .51)
As long as this function is act ivated, the f lash wil l  not f i re for any
shots, whatever the prevai l ing l ighting condit ions.
To select this function, press the M0BE button (1' l)  seven t imes
start ing from the default sett ing.

Taking photographs with distance set manually to
inf inity, and manual f lash oft -  ,0 FF oo
By manually sett ing the distance to inf ini ty, you can make sure that
distant subjects, such as a mountain range on the horizon, are repro-
duced sharply. Detai ls in the foreground, such as bui ldings, trees etc.
do not then lead to an autofocus error. (see "Autofocus and program-
med automatic exposure", p. 44)
Due to i ts l imited range, the f lash is switched off.
Once again, in this mode, the ambient l ight determines the shutter
speed - in some cases making i t  as much as long t ime exposure 8.
(see the section on the "Automatic act ivat ing I function", p. 51 for
detai ls) As long as this function is act ivated, the f lash wil l  not f i re for
any shots, whatever the prevai l ing l ighting condit ions.
To se lect  th is  funct ion,  press the M0DE but ton (11)  e ight  t imes
start ing from the default sett ing.

f .  in LCD data panel
2 .  Red LED a 

Disp lays:  : , ,  .  ; :

tr '  f  .  in LCD data panel
,  2 .  Red LED

\a 3. Green LED

v
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l  DFF (B)
off

3 .  Green LED as for  SLOW t  0N

Note:
When the green LED is f lashing slowly, meaning there is l i t t le l ight and
a slow shutter speed wil l  be used, the camera should be held steady,
supported or used with a tr ipod. Even after the f lash, the camera may
only  be moved when the f i lm has wound on.

,  0FF oo (B)
off
- l ights up as soon as the exposure rea-

ding has been recorded and stored.
- f lashes slowly to warn of the r isk of

blurr ing with slower shutter speeds
t h a n  1 / 3 O s  a t  2 8 m m  o r  1 / B 0 s  a t
B0 mm; despite this, the shutter can
be released.
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Note:
When the green LED is f lashing slowly, meaning there is l i t t le l ight and
a slow shutter speed wil l  be used, the camera should be held steady,
supported or used with a tr ipod. Even after the f lash, the camera may
only be moved when the f i lm has wound on.

Taking photographs with manual f lash off and T
f u n c t i o n - t 0 F F T
For long exposures that are absolutely free of blurr ing, e.g. when
using a tr ipod, the f function is avai lable, el iminating the need to keep
the shutter release pressed down.
Start to take the photograph as normal but the shutter wi l l  only
actual ly open once you l i f t  your f inger from the shutter release. To end
the exposure, press the shutter release again. During the exposure,
the exoosure counter t imes the exoosure in seconds.
In this mode, the camera's electronics do not take any exposure mea-
surements, which means that a number of shots with various expo-
sure lengths are recommended to al low a selection to be made after-
war0s.
The exposure wil l  end automatical ly after 99 seconds i f  the shutter
release has not been pressed again by that t ime.
To se lect  th is  funct ion,  press the MODE but ton (11)  n ine t imes
start ing from the default sett ing.

Displays:

Note:
To prevent blurr ing, on both occasions the shutter release should be
pressed smoothly and not with a jerk. Unless i t  is desired for compo-
sit ion reasons, the camera should only be moved when the f i lm has
wound on.

Automatic activating B function
ln  the modes "SLDW r  0N" ,  "O SLOW ,  0N" ,  " l  OFF" and " t  OFF oo" ,
the camera automatical ly switches to long t ime exposure mode i f  the
level of l ight is below a certain threshold. When the shutter release is
depressed halfway, an addit ional symbol B appears in the LCD data
panel .  Wi th  maximum aper ture (3 .6  a t  28 mm, 7.9  a t  B0 mm),  the
shutter remains open for as long as the shutter release is held down,
up to a maximum of 99 s. During the exposure, the exposure counter
t imes the exoosure in seconds.

Attention:
When the camera switches to this function in the various modes, the
exposure metering active previously is deactivated at the same t ime.
Therefore, a number of shots with various exposure lengths are
recommended to al low a selection to be made afterwards.

Note:
The pocket-sized LEICA Mini Tripod (Order No. 14 320) is highly
recommended as an accessory when taking photographs with slower
shutter speeds.
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f . in LCD data panel
2. Red LED
3. Green LED

t  0FF T , , '
off
as  for  SL0W t  0N
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Storing a mode
Under certain circumstances or for part icular subjects, i t  can be
appropriate to always use part icular functions of the LEICA C3. For
example, you may want to take a series of portraits al l  with pre-f lash
or a sequence of landscape shots al l  with a f ixed inf inity sett ing. For
this purpose, al l  modes can be permanently stored, so that they are
avai lable again immediately even when the camera is switched off
and then on again .
1 .  To do th is ,  se lect  the des i red mode us ing the M0DE but ton (11)  and

without releasing the button hold i t  down (releasing the button and
then pressing i t  again selects the next mode).

2. After you have held down the button for three seconds, the rele-
vant display in the data panel starts to f lash as confirmation that i t
has been stored. After i t  has f lashed three t imes, the display
remains permanently visible - even when the button is released.

A stored mode is deleted in the same way, i .e. by selecting and
storing the default setting "AUTO l" (or any other mode of your choice).

Note:
A stored mode is also deleted when the battery is changed.

The self  t imer
Pressing the TIMEH button (9) starts the self-t imet which has an
exposure delay of approx. 10s. Unti l  the camera takes the photo-
graph, the white pre-f lash l ight on the front of the camera l ights up as
fol lows:
-  9  seconds f lash ing
- 1 second constantly l i t
-  Shutter release
During the exposure delay, the remaining t ime in seconds is shown in
the LCD data panel instead of the exposure counter.

lmportant:
Please note that the exposure measurements are only taken just

Y before the shutter opens! t)l
$Once.started, the automatic t imer can be stopped at any t ime by 

I
!  pressing the button again or switching the camera off.

N{
^ $ Note:
\\c l f  the f lash is not yet charged up when the TTMEF button is pressed - r

the red LED (19) is f lashing - the automatic t imer cannot be activa-
ted.

I
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Automatic rewind of fully exposed film
The f i lm starts to rewind automatical ly after the last exposure at the
end of the f i lm. The lens returns to i ts retracted posit ion, the lens
cover closes and the exposure counter in the LCD data panel (8),
which otherwise only shows the battery level display, counts back-
wards, with the picture numbers alternating with segments moving
backwards as confirmation that rewinding is in progress.
The motor stoos when the f i lm is rewound. The "0" in the data oanell
f lashes once, then al l  displays are extinguished and the camera is
switched off.
You can now ooen the back cover of the camera and remove the f i lm.
which is completely rewound into the f i lm cartr idge.

lmportant:
l f  the motor stops without the "8" in the data panel f lashing, the bat-
tery needs to be replaced. Do not open the back of the camera or the
part ial ly rewound f i lm wil l  be exposed to the l ight and and the shots
taken wil l  be ruined. After insert ing a new battery, press the mid-rol l
rewind button (6) on the top of the camera to continue rewinding the
f i lm.

Rewinding a part ial ly exposed f i lm
The motorized f i lm rewind can be activated manually at any t ime, so
that a part ial ly exposed f i lm can be developed, for example. To do
this, press the mid-rol l  rewind button (6) on the top of the camera
us ing a ba l lpo in t  pen or  s imi lar  ob ject .

Accessories:
Order  no.

Carrying Strap, approx. 50cm long
(suppl ied wi th  camera -  rep lacement)  . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .18 518

Wrist strao
(suppl ied wi th  camera -  rep lacement) . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .18 519

Trans lucent  o last ic  case
(suppl ied wi th  camera -  rep lacement)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .439-614.00/ -000

Leather case with belt  looo... .  18 524
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Troubleshooting

Problem Cause Remedy

Camera wil l  not take a picture Camera is not switched on
Battery is f lat
Battery contacts dirty
F lash is  charg ing up

Subject is too close
Film is not inserted correctly,
f l ash ing  " I "
Fi lm has been rewound and the
cartr idge is st i l l  in the camera.
Error in programme

Switch the camera on (see p. 36)
Replace the battery (see p. 35)
Clean battery contacts
Wait for a short t ime. unti l  the f lash
has charged up (see p.42)
Increase distance to at least 0.8 m
Ooen back cover insert f i lm
again  (see p.  38)
Remove f i lm cartr idge (see p.52)

Remove batteries and insert again.

Camera wil l  not take a oicture
and in data panel the exposure
counter is f lashing (see p. 39)

Malfunction in f i lm transoort Rewind f i lm by pressing button for f i lm rewind

{
Whole picture out of focus Camera moved when taking picture Hold camera steady and press shutter release gently.

Main subject out of focus Autofocus sensors covered
Subject too close
Main subject not in the
autofocus frame
Unfavourable focusing condit ions,
e.g. bright l ight sources in picture
Subject is being photographed through
glass, e.g. from a bus or aeroplane

Keep hands, carrying strap etc. away
Distance to subject must be at least 0.8 m
Use focus memory (see p. 45)

Record focus on alternative obiect at same distance

Set distance manually to inf ini ty (see p. 50)

54
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Troubleshooting

Problem Cause Remedy

Picture is fogged or
part ial ly out of focus

Lens is not clean
(drops of water, fingerprints)

Clean lens (see "Care t ips for the LEICA C3", p. 56)

Whole picture or only part of the Lens or f lash part ial ly covered Keep hands, carrying strap etc. away
picture too dark

ffsffi
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Distance too great for f lash For f lash photography, do not use f i lms with higher f i lm ;.
exceed the f lash range or speed

Overexposed pictures When ho ld ing the camera
the sensor for exoosure
measurement was covered.

Hold ing the camera correct ly  (see p.  41)
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Care tips for the LEICA C3
Dust on the outside surface of the lens can be removed using a soft
brush or a clean, dry, l int-free cloth, e.g. a clean cotton handkerchief
or  unf in ished lens c leaning c lo th .  l t  must  be ensured that  the par t  o f
the cotton cloth used for wiping the lens is not touched beforehand.
This is the only sure way to prevent sweat from the hand or traces of
grease gett ing onto the glass surfaces. Special cleaning cloths, such
as those used for spectacle lenses, are not recommended. These cloths
are impregnated with chemicals that can damage optical glass (the
glass used to make spectacles has a dif ferent composit ion from the
types of glass used in lenses). Alcohol and other chemical solut ions
must not be used to clean the housing. l f  necessary, wipe with a soft,
dry cloth.
The LEICA C3 should not be exposed to any severe impacts, extreme
heat andlor humidity. Extremely low temperatures impair the func-
tioning of the camera. In cold conditions, it is therefore recommended
that the LEICA C3 is kept in a warm inside pocket. Sudden tem-
perature f luctuations from cold to hot should be avoided, as conden-
sation can form in the camera, which impairs i ts functions. l f  any con-
densation should form, however, i t  wi l l  disappear natural ly after a
short t ime in a dry environment. Do not switch the camera on during
th is  t ime.
The LEICA C3 should not be al lowed to get wet. This can result in
expensive repairs or can even ruin the camera completely. When not
in use, the camera should be stored in a cool dry place that is free of
dust  and chemica ls .
Do not exert excessive pressure on the LCD data oanel. The LCD data
panel is designed for use at temperature between 0"C and +40oC
(approx. 32" to 104'F). At lower or higher temperatures, the legibi l i -
ty of the LCD data panel may deteriorate. Higher temperatures can
even lead to the LCD data panel temporari ly turning black.

Attention:
The camera contains high-voltage electronic components. Therefore,
the camera housing should not be unscrewed or broken apart.  High
voltages can endanger l i fe!
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Technical data:

Type Compact, 35 mm, autofocus viewfinder camera with
wideangle zoom lens.
Film format 24x36 mm
Lens LEICA VARIO-ELMAR 28-80 mm f /3.6-7.9
(B elements in 6 groups, 2 aspherical lens surfaces)
Distance range Automatic sett ing from 0.8 m to inf ini ty, inf ini ty
can be set  manual ly .
Smallest object f ield 210 x 315 mm (image rat io approx. 1:8.75 at
B0 mm)
Autofocus system Active infrared autofocus.
Exposure control system Automatic programme with automatic
exposure control,  optional ly with automatic f lash.
Exposure meter Center-weighted.

The f lash f ires automatical ly i f  exposure value is below EV 8.6 at
28 mm or  EV 12.1 a t  B0 mm in  the modes "  AUTO t " ,  "  AUT0 @ r"
a n d " A U T 0 I + E V " .
Shutter speed range 1/30 s to 1/350 s (at 2B mm) or ' l l80 s to
1/300 s  (a t  B0mm) in  the modes wi th  autof lash,  r  0N,  and @r 0N,
1 /5 to  1 /350  s  (a t  28mm)  o r  1  t o  1 /300s  (a t  B0mm)  i n  t he  o the r
modes.  Automat ic  swi tch ing to  Bfunct ion for  manual ly  cont ro l led
long t ime exposures set by estimation at up to 99 seconds in the
modes  "SL0W t  0N" ,  "@ SL0W r  0N" , " t  0FF" ,  and  " t  0FF  @" .
"l  0FF T" mode for del iberate, manually control led, blur-free long-
t ime exposures up to 99s.

@
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Exposure memory Pressing shutter release to pressure poinl
s tores d is tance and exposure meterva lues.  \  y  u  5 ,  U 7

Exposure meter range {\J}^

Exposure compensation +2 EV in the mode "AUT0 I +EV".

Autoflash and manual f lash and pre-f lash The bui l t  in f lash f ires
automatical ly in poor l ight condit ions. Flash can be switched on and
off at any t ime. Pre-f lash to reduce "red eye" effect by selecting
modes  "  AUTO @1" ,  "@r  0N" ,  and  "@ 5L0W t  0N" .  F lash  a l so
possible with slower shutter speeds
Modes (in the order selected) Autoflash - " AIJT0 l" (default mode,
always activated when camera is switched on, unless another mode
has been previously stored), Autoflash plus pre-f lash - " AUTO @1",
Autof lash p lus exposure cor rect ion -  "  AUT0 I  +EV",  Manual f lash -

" l  0N" ,  Manua l f l ash  p lus  p re - f l ash  -  "@r  0N" ,  Manua l f l ash  w i t h
s lower  shut ter  speeds inc lud ing 8-  "SL0W ,  0N" ,  Manual  f lash and
pre-f lash with slower shutter speeds including 8-
"@ SLOW ,  0N" ,  Manual  f lash of f  (w i th  s lower  shut ter  speeds
inc lud ing 8) -  " l  0FF" ,  D is tance set  manual ly  to  in f in i ty  and manual  :
f lash off ( including 8)- " i  0FF oo", f  sett ing for blur-free long-t ime
exposures up to  99s wi th  manual  f lash of f  " t  0FF T" .
Once selected, a mode is retained unti l  another mode is selected,
the camera is switched off or the battery is changed, unless another
mode has been stored. Every mode can be permanently stored.

ure meter range

Flash mode Exposure meter range
(at  ISO 100/21") :

28  mm 80mm

AUTO '
AUTO @T
AUTO T +EV

l 0 N
o l 0 N

E V  8 . 6  ( f  / 3 . 6 , 1 / 3 0 s )  -

EV17  ( f  /  19 ,  1 /350s )
EV 12.1 (f  /7.9, 1 /80 s) -

EV17  ( f  / 21 ,1 /300s )

S L O W  '  O N

O  S L O W  '  O N

I  O F F

, OFF OO

E V  6  ( f  / 3 . 6 , 1 / 5  s ) -
EV  17  ( f  /  19 ,  1 /350  s )

EV 6 (f  /7.9, 1,0 s) -

EV 17 ( f  /21,  1 /300 s)

-  .  - ! :  ! 1 . ,
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Flash range (with ISO 100/21") 0.8-3.9 m at 28 mm or 0.8-2.6 m
at B0 mm. Guide number 14-20 depending on focal length sett ing
(zoom flash).
Flash interval Approx. 6 seconds with new battery.
Fi lm speed sett ing Automatic f i lm speed sett ing for DX-coded f i lms
from ISO 50/ 18" to 3200/36'.  Fi lms without DX-coding or with DX-
coding and speeds beyond this range are set to ISO 100/Zi.,
Viewfinder Real image type viewfinder with autofocus and close-
up frames. Red l ight emitt ing diode (LED) indicates ftash status.
Green LED indicates autofocus and exposure meter status. Dioprer
correction + l  to -3 diopters.
Viewfinder magnif icat ion 0.33 x at 28 mm and 0.83 x at B0 m,
image in viewfinder corresponds to B0 % of f i lm format.
Fi lm loading and transport Fi lm is automatical ly taken up and
advanced to the first exposure by motor when film cartridge is inserted
and back cover closed. Motorised advance after each exposure.
Series exposures possible in modes without use of the f lash. Auto-
matic motorised rewind at the end of the f i lm. Fi lm is rewound com-
pletely into the cartr idge. Mid-rol l  f i lm rewind is possible.
Displays in Data Panel LCD (Liquid Crystat Display) showing:
exposure counter (also used as indicator for f i lm loading/removal
and as second counter for long t ime exposures and self-t imer
mode), f igures or placeholders for optional imprint ing of date or t ime
(88 88,88l; symbols for battery status ( Er ), the selected mode, and
self-timer (O).
Automatic timcr 10 second pre-exposure delay; countdown shown
by l ighting up/f lashing of white l ight on camera front and count-
down of the seconds in the data panel.
Camera on / otf  control Using the ON/OFF button on the top of
the camera. Lens moves into ready or retracted posit ion, lens cover
opens or closes and the displays in the LCD data panel appear or
are extinguished. The camera switches i tself  off  automatical ly after
around 5 minutes without use.

Operating voltage 3 V
Power supply Long-l i fe 3V l i thium battery (CR 123 A).
Body Aluminium outer body in Leica design. Back cover with f i lm
cartr idge window. Side attachment for carrying strap or wrist strap.
T r i pod th read  A1 /4  D lN4503  (1 /4 ' ) .
Dating faci l i ty Camera is equipped with an integrated dating faci l i -
ty for imprint ing the day and t ime or date on the f i lm or in the bot-
tom right-hand corner of the picture (optional).  Ouartz clock and
automat ic  ca lendar  up to  2050.  lmpr in t  br ightness automat ica l ly
adjusted according to camera's f i lm speed sett ing.
Dimensions (W x H x D) 129.3 x 66.6 x 45 mm (lens retracted).
Weight Approx. 260 g (without battery)
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rLeica Academy
We not only manufacture high-performance products for everything
from observation to reproduction, we also offer a special service in
the form of the Leica Academy, which for many years has been providing
practical seminars and training courses, where expert ise from the
world of photography, project ion and magnif icat ion has been taught
to both beginners and advanced photographic enthusiasts.
The content of the courses, which are run by our experienced team of
expert instructors in our modern training faci l i t ies at the Solms plant
and the nearby "Gut Altenberg", ranges from general photography to
areas of special interest, and they provide a wealth of practical
suggestions, information and advice. More detai ls, along with the
current programme of seminars, areravai lable from:

Leica camer a AG i l  " f*JCU 
5 'u 7

, - ,__ ;___ ,_  _  -  w tLerca Acaoemy -r
Oskar-Barnack Str. 11
D- 35606 Solms
Tel:06442 208 421
Fax:06442 208 425
e-mail :  la@leica-camera.com

Leica on the lnternet
Current information about products, news, events and the Leica com-
pany is avai lable on our homepage on the Internet at:
http: / /www. I eica-ca m era. com

Leica info service
The Leica information service can provide you with an answer to any
technical questions relat ing to the Leica range either in writ ing, on the
te lephone or  by e-mai l .

Leica Camera AG
Information Service
Post fach 1180
D35599 Solms
Tel : 06442-208 111
Fax: 06442-208 339
e-mail :  info@leica-camera.com

Leica Customer Service
For maintenance of your Leica equipment, or in case of damage, Leica
AG's customer service center, or the repair service of the Leica natio-
nal off ices, is avai lable to assist you (see your guarantee card for
address l ist).

Leica Camera AG
Reoair Service
Oskar-Barnack Str. 11
D35606 Solms
Tel : 06442-208 189
Fax: 06442-208 339
e-mail :  customer.service@leica-camera.com
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Korrekturen' l;
1. Sucheranzeigen (S. 12,14,15)
E n t g e g e n d e n A u s f i l h r u n g e n i n d e r A n l e i t u n g a u f  S .  l 2 , s o w i e d e n S u c h e r b i l d e r n a u f  d e n S . 1 2 ,  1 4 u n d  l 5 b e s i t z t d i e L E | C A C 3 k e i n e N a h b e r e i c h s -
Begrenzungsmarken (a). Sie sind wegen der geringen, in der Praxis vernachlSssigbaren Paral laxe nicht notwendig.
Die Autofokus-Rahmen (b) sind anders als in den Abbildungen nicht horizontal,  sondern vert ikal angeordnet. Funktion und Handhabung des
AF-Sys temsb|e ibendavonunber i ih r tunder fo |genwiebeschr ieben.

2. Einstel len der Daten (5.7) /  Einstel len der gewiinschten Datums-Reihenfolge (S. 8)
Die angezeigte Datums-Reihenfolge zu Beginn der Einstel lung der Daten ,/  der Datums-Reihenfolge ist im Gegensatz zur Beschreibung
nicht festgeleg!, sondern abhiingig von der vorherigen Einstel lung. Die mcigl ichen Datums-Reihenfolgen sind JahrlTaglMonat, Tag/Monat/Jahr
u n d M o n a t / T a g l J a h r  

r  . . :

Corrections:
1. Viewfinder indications (pp. 42,44,45) ,*
Contrary to the descript ion on p.42 and the viewfinder images on pp.42, 44, and 45 the LEICA C3 is not equipped with close-up frames (a). .

They are not necessary due to the only small ,  in practise negl igible paral lax.
The autofocus frames (b) are vert ical ly oriented as opposed to the horizontal orientat ion in the i l lustrat ions. Function and use of the AF-system
are not inf luenced by this and are as described.

2. Sett ing the Data (p.37l '  /  Sett ing the desired date order (p.38)
When sett ing data,/ the desired date order, as opposed to the descript ion, there is no default sett ing. l t  depends entirely on the preceding
sett ing.The possible date orders areYear/Day/ Month, Day,/Month/Year, and Month/Day/Year.

Corrections:
1. Aff ichages dans le viseur (Pages72,74,75)
Contrairement i  ce qui est 6cri t  d la page 72 dela notice d'ut i l isat ion, ainsi que sur les i l lustrat ions de I ' image de vis6e aux pages 72,74 et75,
le LEICA C3 ne possdde pas des repdres pour le domaine rapproch6 (a). Du fait  du trds faible effet de paral laxe, n6gl igeable dans la prat ique,
ces repdres ne sont pas n6cessaires.

. '  Les cadres de I 'autofocus (b) ne correspondent pas aux i l lustrat ions, i ls ne sont pas plac6s horizontalement, mais bien vert icalement.
Cela n' inf luence en aucune manidre le systdme de I 'autofocus et toutes les expl icat ions sur son maniement restent valables.

2. R6glage des donn6es (page 67) / R5glage de I'ordre d'affichage de la date (page 68)

, L'ordre dans lequel sont aff ich6s les indications de la date au d6but du r6glage des donn6es/de l 'ordre d'af i ichage de la date n'est p€S!6flni,  mais
t est d6pendant du r6glage pr6c6dent. Les dif f6rents ordres d'aff ichage possibles sont: Ann6e,/JourlMois, JourlMois/Ann6e et Mois/Jour/Ann6e.'$r r
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